Thoracic aortic dissection in a patient with autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease treated with maintenance hemodialysis.
A patient with autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease (ADPKD) on maintenance hemodialysis (HD) experienced spreading back pain with a sudden onset, and was diagnosed with thoracic aortic dissection. Reports of ADPKD with aortic dissection are rare. Hypertension, which is essentially universal both among ADPKD and hemodialysis patients, is a known risk factor for aortic dissection. Additionally, some reports have indicated that patients with ADPKD have aortic fragility. We suspect that aortic dissection may be less rare than presently apparent among HD patients with ADPKD.